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I’ve tried a lot of drill bits in my nearly 
six decades as a woodworker, with 
varying degrees of success. These 
German-made, high-speed-steel Colt 
drill bits are the finest I’ve used.

For example, I used a 11⁄2" MaxiCut 
Forstner bit to bore 100 holes 1 ⁄2" deep 
in hard maple, and the bit not only cut 
clean, accurate holes, but it also stayed 
cooler than other Forstner bits put to 
the same test. I like the way the unique, 
stepped teeth on the chip-breakers slice 
off narrow shavings that don’t clog up 
my shop vacuum the way the large 
spiral shavings from other Forstner bits 
tend to do. 

Each of the MaxiCut Forstner bits 
features two shallow flats on its shank, 
and because of that I couldn’t make 
them slip in a drill chuck no matter 
how hard I tried. These flats work with 
the RotaStop 5" Morse-taper adapter 
and 8" extension to bore deep holes 
using your drill press or lathe. I used 
this setup with a 35mm bit to bore the 
10" length of a 38mm-square hard 
maple blank. It never wavered side-to-
side nor burned the wood. Impressive.

I found Colt’s Five Star brad-point 
bits and steep-fluted PenBlank pen-
drilling bits to be exceptional. Both 
bored clean, precise holes without 
tear-out in all materials and cleared 

Colt bits generate unbridled boring enthusiasm
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Colt drill bits	
Performance	 ★★★★★	

Price	 MaxiCut Forstner bits       $25–$45 each 
	 MaxiCut Forstner bit sets      $125–$325
            RotaStop Extension                   $25–$35 
            RotaStop Morse Taper adapter         $42 
	 Five Star 7-pc. brad-point sets          $70 
	 PenBlank 5-pc. pen-drilling set         $70 

Horst Meibach Co.
Available at Woodcraft: 800-225-1153; 
woodcraft.com

chips without having to repeatedly 
back the bits out of the wood. 

The brad-point bits sell individually 
and in Imperial and metric sets of 
seven. The pen bits come individually 
and in 5-packs. The MaxiCut Forstner 
bits come in 20 Imperial sizes and 24 
metric, individually or in sets  
of five and 10.

—Tested by Dean Fiene, 
a WOOD® magazine tool tester 

for 10 years

I wasn’t sure how much I’d use a small plunge router, but after running Trend’s T4 
through the paces on several projects I find myself reaching for it more and more. 
Essentially a trim router in a plunge base, the T4 works great for inlays and other 
light-duty plunge work. Because it weighs just over 5 lbs, it’s more nimble than my 
midsize plunge routers. And when you want to rout against a straightedge, the 
base has two parallel flat edges, as well as the guide fence that mounts on either 
side. I used the T4 to rout mortises freehand for the backs of chairs, and it per-
formed flawlessly without trying to stray from my layout marks. 

I only have two knocks against this handy router. First, the scales are metric. 
Second, the depth stop rod would not stay tight unless I turned the locking knob  
a half-turn, which hid the scale (that I wasn’t using anyway).

The T4 comes with 1 ⁄4", 6mm, and 8mm collets, a 5⁄8" guide bushing, an 
adapter for Porter-Cable-style bushings, and a guide fence. The variable-speed 
motor ranges from 11,500 to 32,000 rpm.

One-handed mini-plunge router proves handy

—Tested by Matt Seiler, 
a custom furnituremaker

Plunge router, #T4	
Performance	 ★★★★ 	

Price	 $155
Trend Routing Technology
270-872-4674; trend-usa.com continued on page 80

Shop-Proven Products
These woodworking wares passed our shop trials

We test hundreds of tools and accessories, but only those that earn at least three 
stars for performance make the final cut and appear in this section. Prices are current 
at the time of article production and do not include shipping, where applicable.

 About our product tests


